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Knowledge exchange and
and collaboration between universities and
society: an afterthought or the main event?

Fulvio Esposito, from the Equality and Diversity Forum

With the new evaluation process brought in by the Research and Quality Assessment (VQR) 2015-
2019, the so-called ‘third mission’ activities of universities entered a new phase. The action points
proposed by the Italian National Agency for the Evaluation of Universities and Research Institutes
(ANVUR) extend well beyond traditional technological transfer. This development is reflected in the
five thematic areas identified for ‘knowledge enhancement’ in VQR 2020-2024. Another factor, which
may have a significant impact on this context, is the ratification of the Agreement on Reforming
Research Assessment. These changes raise a number of questions: is the existing regulatory
framework still fit for purpose? Should new assessment criteria be introduced for individuals and
institutions alongside new and different financing mechanisms? Is it still appropriate to view these
activities as distinct from teaching and research and to refer to them as a ‘third mission’?

Fulvio Esposito
Professor of Parasitology and, previously, Ordinary Professor at the University of Camerino (UNICAM), where he was
also Rector and President of the Faculty of Sciences and Technology. Fulvio Esposito attended the University of Pisa and
the Scuola Normale Superiore, where he obtained his Master’'s Degree and PhD in Biology respectively. His research
has focused on various aspects of parasitology, including malaria. On these issues, he worked with the World Health
Organisation (WHO) from the 80s until the early 2000s, spending much of this period in Africa where he participated in
the development of local universities. Since 2005 he has worked as an expert for the

European Commission (DG Research and Innovation). He was Head of the Technical
Secretariat of the Ministers for Education, University and Research. Since 2016, he
has represented Italy at the OECD’s Scientific and Technology Policies Committee
(Paris). From 2020 to 2021, he coordinated MUR Working Group on the ‘Role of
universities in combatting social, economic and territorial inequalities’ with Fabrizio
Barca.

FOR MORE INFO

divulgazione.scientifica@units.it

All teaching and technical and administrative staff of universities and research organisations, university students,
associations, businesses and social cooperatives are invited.

Please sign up via email:

ADMINISTRATIVE AND TECHNICAL STAFF, UNIVERSITY OF TRIESTE

In order to recognise attendance as a vocational training activity within working hours, technical and administrative staff for whom the event is

relevant must request authorisation to attend the talk from their superior. They must also sign up via email by Monday 18 March 2024:
formazione@amm.units.it and divulgazione.scientifica@units.it.

If event is not strictly relevant to a staff member’s professional activities, they may still request to attend the discussion for personal interest,
but this must be done outside of working hours. In this case, please write to: divulgazione.scientifica@units.it
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